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constitution known as the Pact of 1815, which marked the
beginning of the fourth period. The Pact recognised the
equality o£ status of all the cantons, small or large, and
gave each canton one vote in the national Diet. The
o
federal affairs were conducted by the executive officials
of the three principal can tons, Bern, Zurich, and Luzcrn, in
turn. And while the autonomy of the cantons was recog-
nised by giving them power to deal with their local affairs
particularly assigned to their charge, the national Diet was
empowered to maintain order in all districts even by force
of arms.* Though this Pact enabled the cantons to make
some progress along liberal lines, and particularly some of
them to enter into agreements to establish uniformity of
coinage, residential rights and marriage, it did not satisfy
the aspirations of the people and so the July (1830) Revolu-
tion in France lashed the Swiss into activity and without
shedding a drop o£ blood they effected several important
reforms in their constitution.
But only a decade later, religious differences precipi-
tated a quarrel which enveloped the whole country and is
regarded as the most important event in Swiss federal
history. In 1845 the seven Catholic cantons, Luzern, Uri,
Schwyz, Unterwalden, Zug, Freiburg, and Nalais organised
themselves into a separate league, called tho cBewaffneter
Sonderbund', to introduce their own policy regarding the
abolition of monasteries, taxation of the property of the
church, and the treatment o£ the Jesuits. In furtherance
o£ this policy they invoked the help of some of the neigh-
bouring great powers o£ Europe. This step threatened a
secession from the confederation. The federal Diet, to
* u But the most significant feature of the Pact of 1816 was its silence
upon such important topics as religious liberty, political equality, the right
of assembly, and freedom of the press, all of which were loft to the cantons
to deal with or neglect as they chose."
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